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Mrs. Mary E. B. Young is 87 years of age.

She is the co-founder of Young Start

Academy and a retired educator from Duval

County Schools. 

After 40 years of service to John E. Ford,

Susie E. Tolbert, New Stanton, Grand Park,

Sherwood Forest and Long Branch, she

retired from teaching and began her work at

Young Start Academy.

Mrs. Young attended Benedict, Edward

Waters College, Bethune Cookman College

and Florida A&M University.

The extremely gracious lady traveled to the

inauguration with her  family to witness his-

tory - the dream becoming a reality.  She

was accompanied on the train by her son,

Robert, her grand daughter, Stacie Young-

Bogan,  family friend, Michelle Adams and

other family members.

Mrs. Young was excited to share this

momentous occasion with four generations

of her family.  They were all overwhelmed

by the events.  She said this meant so much

to her having been a part of segregation, Jim

Crow, civil rights movements and voting

restrictions.
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Renewing America’s Promise

At 12:00 noon on January 20, 2009, Barack Hussein

Obama became the first African American president of

the United States.  

He was first sworn in on Tuesday before a cheering

crowd, shedding tears of joy.  He was again sworn in

on Wednesday night by Chief Justice Roberts because

of a minor deviation of words.  To avoid confusion, the

oath of office was repeated before a small group of

reporters and witness.

A Dream Realized:  An 

American Hero

By Andrea K. Ortiz

The crowds were tranquil, the air was crisp, and a

feeling of achievement and triumph welled up in each

heart as each step brought them closer to Washington

D.C., this Monday, January 19, 2009. President Barack

H. Obama was inaugurated as America’s 44th presi-

dent, and took his oath before over 1.5 million people

who traveled from many of the 50 states and as far as

Italy and Singapore to see him in person.  Many others

watched the inaugural activities from the comfort (and

warmth) of their own homes.  

As President Obama stood to take his oath of office,

tears could be seen streaming down the countless faces

which were representative of African-Americans,

whites, Asians, Indians, and Latinos. In those brief

moments that it took for President Obama to complete

his oath, every person under the sound of his voice real-

ized on some level, that Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr’s

dream of a man being judged by the content of his char-

acter rather than the color of his skin, had finally come

to fruition. The slogan, coined by the Obama campaign,

“Yes we can” finally became “Yes we did”.  

As the day wore on, thousands of others would attend

rallies, parades, galas and parties to celebrate the histor-

ical inauguration in style. Stepping out in their finest

attire, the city was filled to capacity with well wishers

and party goers. Even the staunchest Republicans had

to admit, the Obama’s were a classy couple, and their

supporters were equally classy. While at the Southern

Regional Ball, President Obama and his beautiful wife

Michelle danced to the Etta James’ classic “At Last”,

which seemed befitting of the handsome pair and their

loving relationship as well as their reaching this historic

milestone.  

After delivering a brief speech, President Obama

joked,   “Now if you all don’t mind, I would like to

dance with the one who brung me, who does it better

than me backward, forward, and in heels, my wife,

Michelle.” After their brief dance, the pair quietly

retired to other galas at which they were scheduled to

appear, but it was undeniable that their presence was

felt long after they had gone. Just as the Obama’s

encouraged Americans to maintain their hope and faith,

seeing them, in person, left each individual who came

into their presence beaming with hope, and dreaming of

the future. This was the nation’s largest inauguration.

Daughters Malia, 10 and Sasha, 7, witnessed their father

become President of the United States.
President Obama and First Lady Michelle Obama shown as they dance

during their first official dance to Etta James’ “At Last.”

President Barack Obama with First Lady Michelle Obama

holding the bible used by President Abraham Lincoln when

he was sworn in as President of the United States.

Jacksonville Teacher of 40 Years Traveled

to D.C. For Inauguration Activities

Mrs. Mary E. B. Young, 87, arrived at the

Jacksonville train station early.  

Jacksonville Sisters For Obama

Climbed for a Better View
Thousands gathered and security

was high at the National Mall for the

56th Presidential Swearing in

Ceremony but such did not hinder

the determination of three

Jacksonville  professional ladies.

The ladies  had silver tickets but

could not use them because the area

was already full. They were disap-

pointed but still motivated.

The ladies witnessed others climb-

ing a fence so they followed and were able to reach the celebrity section.  Did they

get a good view?  You bet they did.    

Special
Inauguration

Collectors
Issue

From Left: Ms. Atwan Thomas, Ms. D. Jennifer

Wiley and Dr. Helen Jackson.

Brunswick Folks in D. C. Daily Coffee with

President Obama

A Jacksonville resident said she

purchased this cup so that she

could have coffee every morning

with President Obama.

Pastor Ken Adkins of First Jordan Grove

Missionary Baptist Church, Brunswick, and a

bus of 55 from Jacksonville  to Atlanta, attended

the 56th Inauguration in D. C.  

The group was provided special seats for the

ceremonies by Senator Chambers of Georgia.

The law firm of Farrah and Farrah gave scholar-

ships to four students to attend.

The attendees said they thoroughly enjoyed the

trip and marvelled at the sea of orderly people

realizing what could be.  Yes we can and did!

It is not clearly understood why Thomas Brown shot and

killed his co-worker, Juanese Miller, a 22-year-old mother

of a three-year-old.  According to a report, he went home,

stating, “I’m tired of this.  I’m going to kill whomever.”

When he returned, he looked for the manager but shot Ms.

Miller.  He left immediately, still in his Wendy’s uniform,

and in front of other employees and customer, left in a green

4-door Honda Accord.  He is very wanted and is believed to

be armed and dangerous.  He has not been seen since he

walked out of the restaurant Thursday afternoon.

But the shooting is not just by an individual, two off-duty

officers of Jacksonville were working near the Springfield

area when they observed two men walking in the middle of

the road.  According to police reports, one stopped and

talked the other ran and after being tased, he fell to the

ground and a gun fell out.  When he got up, he pointed the

gun at the officers and was shot nine times by the officers.

It was later determined that the gun was listed as ‘stolen.’

Thursday, about twelve Baptist ministers held a press con-

ference with the family present and said that they believe

the gun was planted on Kiko Battle.  The other community

argument is that it is not understood why the police con-

tinued to shoot Battle after the first shot.

The Florida Star was told by experts that when a person

is first shot, in most cases, they are not aware that they

have been shot and in an effort of the shooter to save his

own life, they shot until they feel safe.

On the other hand, many are disturbed about the number

of police incidents.  In Oklahoma, a state trooper was

caught on tape choking an ambulance paramedic as a sick

woman waited in the ambulance.  According to records,

the officer said he pulled the ambulance over because it

failed to get out of his way fast enough as he was passing it.  He began chocking the

paramedic after he tried to explain his situation.  The trooper later stated that he was

unaware of a patient being in the ambulance but the video show differently.

It is not just police officers, there is much going on that must be considered such

as a cashier that was killed in a convenient store in Gary, Indiana during a robbery

and the customers continued to shop, with no one going to the aid of the victim, not

even calling 911.  Their justification, they were afraid.

It is understood that the economy has us all in a different frame of mind, but we

must change that frame of mind that is making us violent, not understanding and

quick tempered.

Sheriff Rutherford said while on The Florida Star’s radio show, that he prays for top

officers and help for those released so they can avoid additional troubles. 
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What is Juneteenth?

News in Brief   

IMPACT Radio Talk Show and The Florida & Georgia Star,  Tuesday and Thursday  

Police Actions Questioned,Violent

Crime Continues; What’s the Answer? 

Councilwoman Johnson

and Wells Fargo Meeting

for Community Changes

Concrete Poured for

New Courthouse

It has been years of nego-

tiating but finally, Duval

County is on the road to

getting a new courthouse.

Concrete started being

poured on Thursday morn-

ing.

The final cost for the

Duval County Courthouse

to be built at Broad and

Monroe is $350 million

and was approved in 2000

by citizens.

Gov. Charlie Crist

signed priority DJJ legis-

lation that will reduce the

number of children

referred to the Juvenile

Justice system for petty

acts of misconduct.  The

new bill helps ensure an

effective learning envi-

ronment by balancing

student safety and being

fair to all students.

Thomas Theo  Brown is

being sought for the shoot-

ing death of co-worker at

Wendy’s..

Sixty-two percent of Florida schools earned an A

in the state’s grading system this year, after taking

the state’s comprehensive assessment test.

Duval County schools had 101 schools out of 148,

to earn good or excellent schools.

Superintendent Ed Pratt-Dannals said the school

board is encouraged by the progress most of the

elementary and middle schools have made.  

The schools are not making the same progress

with the “No Child Left Behind” program which has

been difficult to handle.

Wish to give us a News Story?

Call (904) 766-8834 or Send it to:

info@thefloridastar.com

Florida Schools Improve

New House, Low Rate

Councilwoman Johnson, along with FMCRC Chair Al

Pina, met with new Wells Fargo President ( Florida )

Shelley Freeman to discuss how to introduce a new

community reinvestment model into Jacksonville ,

including the highly blighted Durkeeville/Mid West

corridor.  Wells Fargo who has just acquired Wachovia,

will introduce their California based model of commu-

nity reinvestment into Florida that is driven by the

premise of social responsibility and job creation.

Councilwoman Johnson after seeing the significant

community reinvestment turnaround that Wells Fargo

led in Compton California , a high crime and high

poverty area, she knew that Wells Fargo could lead the

way in Jacksonville to bringing a new model for

Jacksonville for both job creation and community rein-

vestment into Jacksonville .  States Councilwoman

Johnson “There is no doubt that the Bank of America

community reinvestment model was one driven by pol-

itics and exclusion.  We need a model that is driven by

compassionate capitalism and inclusion that will be

centered on job creation for Jacksonville.”

After meeting with Shelley Freeman (newly appointed

President of Wells Fargo Florida),  As stated by

Saturday 
Take your dad to

Gateway to enjoy

food by Celebrity

Fathers Who Cook.

Sunday
Take him to World

Golf Hall of Fame -

FREE!

Pretty Ricky sits with Sherri Fine and others as they

enjoy swimming at Seldon Park in Brunswick, sponsored

by 92.7 Monday.  Hundreds attended the event as Pretty

Ricky entertained them.  There were swimmers and those

who wanted to learn how to swim and a lots of fun.

Florida Gets New

Juvenile Justice Bill

“Dr. Cornel West, renowned

author and professor of religion

and African-American studies at

Princeton University, will be the

speaker for Jacksonville’s NAACP

44th Freedom Fund Dinner,

Tuesday, June 23, 2009 at the

Prime Osborn Convention Center.

The event will begin at 7:00 p.m. Call 904-764-7578,

699-3897, 764-1753 for tickets.

Jacksonville’s NAACP to 

Feature Dr. Cornel West

Happy Father’s DayHappy Father’s Day
Enjoy your dad - Treat himEnjoy your dad - Treat him

Read The Florida and

Georgia Star

newspapers.

Listen to IMPACT

Radio Talk Show.

We are the people’s

choice, striving to

make a difference.

World Golf Hall of Fame

When we review the amount of black on black crime, it is obvious that we have not

been given the lessons meant for us to learn about Juneteenth.  Thaddeus Kosciuszko

(read about him and his effort to free slaves on B-1) gave up all of his earning to free

the slaves. He said his desire was for them to behave with neighbors, always with

kindness and ready to help.  He wanted the freed slaves to show gratitude by being

happy and he desired education for the children of freed slaves.  

Juneteenth is celebrated around the world, though started in Texas since it was the

last state to learn that all slaves had been set free.  In Florida, ACLU used Juneteenth

to help disenfranchised former convicts restore their civil rights, including the right

Kiko Battle, 1st tased,

then shot 9 times by JSO

Oklahoma State Trooper pull

over ambulance with patient,

then chokes paramedic in

charge.

to vote.  Juneteenth is a

legal holiday in Florida

and is celebrated through-

out the state.

The day is also celebrat-

ed in most states and in

many countries, includ-

ing South Africa.  Other

countries include South

Korea, Japan, Canada,

Honduras, Ghana, Israel,

Trinidad. Guam, Taiwan,

France, England,

Barbados, China,

Germany, Italy, Puerto

Rico, Czech Republic,

and Spain.

Jacksonville citizens

will combine celebrations

with Father’s Day and

hopefully with a goal of

stopping the violence.                 

Daniel Dukes of Hawks Landing sits with Pastor Ken Adkins

as Florida and Georgia residents sign up for a new home.

Operation First Jordan Community Development

Corporation is the management arm for Hawks

Landing, a gated community presently being built in

rural Georgia.  The houses are 3 to 4 bedrooms, 2 baths

and 2-car garages with prices from $109,900 to

$129,900 and fixed interest rates from one percent to

4.625% for up to 33 years.  

For information, call 912-264-8855. Operation First

Jordan is a 501(c)3 recognized organization.

DCPPGT"CFU
Jqog"Rcig""(Ad will appear on all story pages:     &62"rgt"yggm/"&3720221oq
Sports, Lifestyle, Prep Rap, Religion, Entertainment, Obituary

(Desired section)                                                    &470221Yggm=&:20221oq

EQODKPCVKQP"CFXGTVKUGOGPV<"Pgyurcrgt."Tcfkq."Kpvgtpgv

Vjg"qpn{"Dncem
Qypgf"Ogfkc"kp

vjg"vqr"72

Cff"&52022"rgt"yggm"hqt"Jqog"Rcig="&37022"rgt"yggm"hqt"qvjgt"urqvu


